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7 Their guts have sorne kind of enzyme that eats
through the clearcoat on an autornobile. It burns
almost like an acid burn in your paint job. You
can't scrape it off. You can't clean it off- it's
perrmanent.

v We're getting lovebugs off of vehicles all the
time. We hope that lovebugs stay around until
Christrnas, it's good for my business.
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v ram onidzae- yarc es

v Lovebugs have other names
— Plecia nearctica Harcdy
— Honeyrmoon bugs
— Airline bugs
— Two-headed bugs
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Male lovebug’s
eyes 4x larger than
the female’s- help
locaie potential
mates?






Larger rnales near the bottorn of swarms
have greater rnating success

v Up to 8 males compete for 1 ferale
v Mating lasts up ca. 12 hrs

v Dispersal continues for a day or two (or uniil
smashed by a vehicle!)
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—NMlay to Sepiember- Fall generation

v Lovebug larvae are beneficial
—Recycle decaying organic matier

—Large nurnbers found under cow
manure
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cornpared with rnosquitoes...




v How can | get rid of thern?
v'Do they have any natural enemies?
v Occur Apr-May

& Aug-Sept.
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—Louisiana- 1920s
—Mississippi- 1940s
—Alabama- 1940s
—Florida - 1950
—South Carolina- 1975




Gulf of Mexico




v UF is conducting research to control lovebugs.

v Lovebugs are attracted to light-colored objects.

v Lovebugs are attracted to cars and exhaust fumes.
v The body fluids of lovebugs are acidic.
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Information on Lovebugs

v UF/IFAS Featured Creatures article on lovebugs:
http://creatures.ifas.ufl.edu

v EDIS article on lovebugs:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/MG068

v UF/IFAS extension information source:
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu
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