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Issues 

 Correct Identification 
 Knowing damage 

symptoms 
 Species-level is important 

 Pesticide Resistance 
 Understanding Thrips 

Behavior, Ecology, and 
Natural Enemy 
Complexes 
 

Photo Credit:  Lyle Buss, UF 



Approach 

 Partnerships 
 Local 
 Thrips Specialist Working Group 
 Regional 

 Multiple Delivery Methods 
 Workshops 
 Web 
 Publications 

 



IPM Florida provides statewide, interdisciplinary and 
inter-unit coordination and assistance for UF/IFAS 
integrated pest management research, extension, and 

education faculty  



http://ipm.ifas.ufl.edu 





Thrips Specialists Working Group  
 

 Identification and Management 
15 specialists 

 Extension 
15 specialists 

 Industry Management 
9 specialists 

 Education 
3 specialists 

Easy email access to specialists 



WORKSHOPS 



Entomology Diagnostic Training 
 SPDN/FPDN Thrips Workshop 

 March 2006, Gainesville, FL 



SPDN Invasive  
Arthropod Workshop 

Photo Credits:  Suzanne Wainright-Evans, Buglady Consulting, Inc. 
 



Florida Thrips Landscape and 
Ornamental Workshop 

 August 2007 
 25 participants 
 Primarily UF and USDA 

employees 
 18 post-workshop surveys 
 Workshop Instructors, Learning 

Environment, and workshop 
Design-averaged good to very good 
ratings  

 Participants interested in more 
homeowner/Master Gardner 
information 

 
Photo Credits:  Lance Osborne, UF/IFAS 

 

http://www.mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/lso/THRIPS/CHILLIWEB2/_MG_3844_31.jpg�
http://www.mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/lso/THRIPS/CHILLIWEB2/vib/_MG_3933_25.jpg�


Western Flower Thrips 
Workshops, 2008-09 

 August 2008:  
Immokalee, FL 

 
 October 2008:       

West Palm Beach, FL 
 
 February 2009:     

Palmetto, FL 



PUBLICATIONS AND 
PRODUCTS 



Website Highlights 

 July 1, 2008-November 
20, 2008 
 Thrips Website:  5,016 

hits 
 Thrips Pest Management 

Homepage:  1,192 hits 

 January 1, 2008-
November 20, 2008 
 Grower’s IPM guide for 

Florida Tomato and 
Pepper Production:  
50,131 hits 



Grower’s IPM Guide for Florida 
Tomato & Pepper Production  

Table of Contents 
Chapter 1- Introduction  WHY IPM?  
Chapter 2- Tomato & Pepper Production 
Chapter 3- Soil & Nutrient  Management 
Chapter 4- Pest Management 
Chapter 5- Disease Management 
Chapter 6- Weed Management 
Chapter 7- Cultural & Physical Cont.  
Chapter 8- Biological Control 
Chapter 9- Chemical Control 
 



UF/IFAS EDIS Publication  
Thrips of Ornamentals in the 

Southeastern U.S. 

Microscopic characters, such as the setae on the 
prothorax, may be important. 
Credit:  Funderburk et. al.  2007 (Figure 14). 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/IN754  

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EDISImagePage?imageID=67228786&dlNumber=IN754&tag=FIGURE 14&credits=�
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/IN754�


2008 Symposium-Western Flower 
Thrips in Florida  

 Biology and Ecology of the Western flower thrips 
(Thysanoptera:  Thripidae):  tha making of a pest.  S.R. 
Reitz, USDA-ARS-CMAVE 

 Shifts in population abundance and damage.  C. Mellinger 
& G. Frantz, Glades Crop Care. 

 Management of Western flower thrips in vegetables.                 
J. Funderburk, UF. 

 Proceedings, March 2009, Florida Entomologist 
http://www.fcla.edu/FlaEnt/  

 

http://www.fcla.edu/FlaEnt/�


2008 Symposium-Western Flower 
Thrips in Florida  

 Importance, sampling, and management of flower 
thrips in blueberries and strawberries in Florida.  H.A. 
Arevalo, A.B. Fraulo & O.E. Liburd, UF. 

 Education and training to increase adoption of IPM for 
Western flower thrips.  J.L. Gillett-Kaufman, N.C. 
Leppla, A.C. Hodges, & J.L. Merritt.  UF. 

 Assessment of implementation and sustainability of 
IPM program.  T. Weiss, Dow AgroSciences. 

 Proceedings, March 2009, Florida Entomologist 
http://www.fcla.edu/FlaEnt/  

 

http://www.fcla.edu/FlaEnt/�


Planned Educational Resources 

 Thrips Identification 
Deck 
 Example format:  

Mealybugs of the 
Southeastern U.S. 

 Additional Resources? 
 Pending clientele needs 

and feedback. 



Questions?? 

Amanda Hodges, Ph.D. 
Assistant Extension Scientist 
Associate Director, SPDN 

Entomology & Nematology Department 
University of Florida, IFAS 

Gainesville, FL 
achodges@ufl.edu  

(352) 392-1901 x. 199 

mailto:achodges@ufl.edu�
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